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Financial Diversification

Tribe Gets New Tenant in Industrial Park

The Office of Economic Development is happy to welcome our
newest business tenant, Pearl River Foods. Pearl River Foods is a
poultry further processing plant that employs 570 employees at
its facility in Carthage, Mississippi. PRF produces over two million
pounds per week of portioned and value-added poultry products
for leading national foodservice brands, retail, and other protein
distribution channels.

PRF has experienced significant growth since operations began
in 2018, and the lease of the Tribe’s Industrial Building 1 is a
strategic move to be able to increase production at their primary
manufacturing plant. Building 1 will be used for warehousing dry
goods, assembling packaging materials, and as a hiring center to
support operations in the main facility.
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Small Business Development

Justin Wilcher Heads Up Recent Fast Start Class

The Office of Economic Development
has hosted a Fast Start class twice
a year since 2021 and has helped
dozens of Tribal members make wise,
informed decisions about starting a
new business.

The most recent Fast Start Class
featured a new instructor, Justin
Wilcher, a business educator, entrepreneur, and accounting
professional dedicated to advancing workforce-ready education
and ethical business leadership in Mississippi. He currently
serves as a faculty member at East Central Community College,
where he teaches Business Office Technology, accounting,
payroll, Microsoft Excel, externship seminars, and professional
development courses.

Justin holds both an MBA and a Master of Accounting. Beyond
the classroom, he is actively engaged in entrepreneurship
and business operations, bringing firsthand experience in
financial management, strategic planning, and organizational
development. Justin is committed to lifelong learning and
continuous professional growth, with long-term goals focused

on advancing business education, strengthening academic-
industry partnerships, and expanding opportunities for students
within the Choctaw Tribe and beyond.
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Eligibility for New Markets Tax Credits

An organization serving tribal interests can seek
NMTC financing, and these loans can be used for
any number of real estate development projects
or can be used to equip an existing business with
new materials.
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Workforce Development

Choctaw Tribal Schools Career &
Technical Education Center (C-TEC)

Choctaw Tribal Schools Career & Technical Education Center
(C-TEC) s an entity of Choctaw Central High School and provides
students with career related skills in the following areas:

e Agricultural and Natural Resources

¢ Construction/Carpentry

e Culinary Arts

e Digital Media Technology

e Educator Preparation

* Engineering

¢ Health Care Science/Clinical

* Welding

* Work-Based Learning

Most programs provide first and second year training in job
related skills in order to prepare students for post-secondary
training and careers.

This Spring semester, C-Tec students have participated in a wide

. o . . . . | | | = Choctaw Central High School
variety of activities, including selling plants and flowers from their [ || ¥ Career & Technical
greenhouse, preparing and selling lunch in their café, touring ‘ —_— Education Center

the Mississippi State capitol and meeting Commissioner Andy
Gipson, managing plots of river cane with the MBCI Department
of Natural Resources, and learning many other practical skills.
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Infrastructure

Pearl River Business Park

An exciting development the Office of Economic Development
is pursuing is the Pearl River Business Park, a planned 191-acre
industrial site in Neshoba County along Highway 16 West. This
site is owned by the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians and is
being prepared to attract manufacturing and industrial users. The
site offers access to regional transportation routes and is located
near existing Tribal enterprises and workforce resources. The
project is currently in the planning phase, with efforts focused
on:

* Site planning
* Coordination with utility providers and partners
* Engineering

e Environmental concerns.

Funding is currently being pursued to advance the project.

Professional Development

& 191-Acre UndevelopedSite

e O 2
SN

41 XA 1

OED Staff Member Receives
Master’'s Degree

Mr. Hayden Nickey received his Master’s in Econometrics from
the University of Oklahoma in May 2026 as part of his continued
educational and professional development. The program focuses
on advanced economic analysis, statistical modeling, forecasting,
and data interpretation to support strategic and data-driven
decision-making.

A graduate of Mississippi State University with a Bachelor’s degree
in Economics, Mr. Nickey is employed in the Office of Economic
Development as an Economic Development Specialist. With
this additional degree, he is expanding his expertise to further
support his work with the Tribe. The skills gained through the
program will help strengthen research, economic development
initiatives, program evaluation, and long-term planning efforts
that benefit Tribal communities and future growth.
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